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Editorials for The Times Mirror

Korea in A Changing World

Dr. Rhee Chongik, president of Jeon—ju University in
Chonju City, Cholla—pukto, was closely associated with The
Korea Times for nearly two decades, first as a regular
columnist and later as a guest editorial writer. He wrote
editorials - for the English—language newspaper from the
middle of 1991 to the beginning of 1993, the period between
his terms as president of Chongju University in - Chongju,
Chungchong—pukto, and president of Jeonju University.

During the time when Dr. Rhee was writing editorials for
The Times, the world was changing fast following the end of
the Cold War era, which was being replaced by a time of
regional conflicts and fierce trad wars. On the domestic
scence, the long period of authoritarian military rule was
coming to an end.

Then the ruling party merged with two opposition parties
and Kim Young—sam was elected president with the backing
of the new government party riding on the people’s desires
for democratization under stability.

Thus, Dr. Rhee never wanted for good topics for his
editorials. Twice each week, he commented on the current
state of world affairs form the Korean standpoint, not solely
in pursuit of Korea's national interests, but from the position
of seeking peace and the well—being of mankind, ultimate
values held by The Korea Times or any orther conscientious
international mass media.

Dr. Rhee has just published a 500—page book putting
together nearly 240 editorials he wrote for The Times. They
are arranged into two parts—the international Vies and the
National Vies. The former is divided into four chapters with
comments on major international issues and events and views
on South Korea's relations with North Korea, Japan and other
Key players in world politics, including the United States.

The latter category consists of writings on national politics,
business, education, the environment, social ills and others.

Dr. Rhee, as an editorial writer wqtched al domestic and
international developments form the viewpoint of change, a
change that was forced upon Korea and the rest of the globe
becauce of their complex relationships, political, economic and
ortherwise. He noted how the one country that refuses to
change, North Korea, fell to,the bottom of the ladder.

Dr. Rhee, who after graduating from Yonsei University,
went on to graduate studies in the United States, first at the
University of Wisconsin at Madison and then at New York
Univesity where he received a Ph.D. in public administration,
obviously loves democracy. He wrote warmly of the anti—
corruption drives of young politicians, but he has no
sympathy for student activists who still continues to disrupt
society after the demise of military rule.

The author hopes that since artiles in the book are not
limited to any particular subject area, but deal with all
societal and national issues, foreign readers will find the book
helpful in understanding Korea and Koreans in general.

He said hé is also interested in seeing young students read
the editorials as 2 means of learning contemporary English as
they deal with subjects they are familiar with and have an
impact on their own lives and country.
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